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Abstract

The Phase 1 Archaeological Assessment Survey was conducted for the area of potential
effect (APE) for the proposed pedestrian safety improvements at the intersection of
Westport and Center Roads. This intersection has historical significance in Easton as
one of the town centers. The Congregational Church of Easton, Staples Academy and
Greiser’s Store are located in this vicinity. The Connecticut State Historical Preservation
Oftice (SHPO) expressed concern the proposed safety improvements might impact
known archaeological sites in this area. State archacological site files identified several
archaeological sites within a mile of the current APE, in addition to a stonewall
associated with Site #46-98 adjacent to Westport Road and Greiser’s Store.

The Archaeological Assessment entailed a review of pertinent historical documentation
and a walkover of the APE. The visible reconnaissance isolated two areas of
archaeological sensitivity with possible undisturbed or intact soils. A total of three
subsurface test pits (STPs) were placed on level ground, two (STP T1-1 & T1-2) on the
north side of Westport Road alongside Staples Academy, and one (STP T2-1), at the
northernmost edge of stonewall associated with archaeological Site #46-98. STP T1-1
yielded two clear glass bottle fragments associated with other modern plastic debris,
STP 2-1 contained disturbed soils due in part to erosion. Sections not conducive to
testing were the lawn in front of the Congregational Church situated on a steep slope
and sections of the APE in areas previously disturbed by pavement and utilities. The
assessment determined the safety improvements and sidewalk installation would not
adversely impact any archaeological resources and only minimally impact the nature of
Easton’s historic center.

Authority

The archaeological fieldwork was accomplished in compliance with the guidelines set by
the Connecticut State Historical Preservation Office (SHPO) and the Office of the State
Archaeologist (OSA) as published in the Connecticut Historic Preservation Office's
Environmental Review Primer for Connecticut’s Archaeological Resources (1987). This reflects the
United States Interior Department’s Standards and Guidelines for Archaeology and
Historic Preservation (48 FR 44716, Sept. 28,1983). Easton received funding in part for
the project through a grant awarded by the Connecticut Department of Transportation’s
Community Connectivity Grant Program.
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Project Description

The Phase 1 Archaeology Assessment Survey was conducted in the area of potential effect
(APE) for the proposed pedestrian safety improvements and sidewalk installation at the
intersection of Westport Road (State Route 136) and Center Road. This historic
intersection is the site of the Congregational Church of Easton (1836) built on the site of
the earlier meetinghouse, Grieser’s Store (1740), the Easton Post Office (c. 1800) and
Staples Academy. The project includes the installation of approximately 225 linear feet
of sidewalk, crosswalks, ADA ramps and signage. The new sidewalk in front of the
Congregational Church will run across existing pavement along Center Road (refer to
fig. 1 below). In the letter dated October 13, 2022, the State Historic Preservation Office
requested an archaeological assessment survey be conducted prior to the improvements.
Several archaeological sites within a one mile radius of this Easton center were recorded
in state archives. In addition, there was concern the section of sidewalk adjacent to
Greiser’s Store would impact the edge of a stone wall associated with the archaeological
Site #46-98 identified as the “Big Easton Center Garage”. The original design for the
improvements presented by the Town of Easton was modified to include a rain garden at
this corner in lieu of a level spreader to avoid the stone wall. As mentioned above, Easton
received funding for the project through a grant awarded by the Connecticut
Department of Transportation’s Community Connectivity Grant Program.
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Background Research

The background research for the proposed improvements in Easton consisted of a review
of the following sources:

e Archaeological site files and reports archived for the Connecticut State Historic
Preservation Office (SHPO) and the Office of the State Archaeologist (OSA).

e [Local town histories, state documents and maps identifying historic period
Indigenous and Euro-American sites and structures within or immediately adjacent
to the project area.

Criteria for Determining Archaeological Potential

Pre-contact, contact and historic period sites are rarely visible on the surface and are
typically located through subsurface testing. The presence of Indigenous sites and some
early colonial sites is predicted by implementing models based on known site locations
in Connecticut and throughout southern New England. These sites correlate with
environmental criteria based on geology, soils, and topography as listed below. The
criteria include:

1) Known archaeological sites within or immediately adjacent to the project area.

2) National Register properties within or adjacent to the project area.

3) Distance from a fresh water source

4) Soil characteristics such as slope, drainage, texture and suitability for cultivation.
5) Topographic features such as degree of slope, aspect and elevation.

6) Proximity to raw material sources such as a lithic quarry, pond or inland wetland.
7) Proximity to areas of historic and modern development

8) Degree of disturbance from plowing, gravel mining, and modern construction.

Criteria for Stratification

The Phase 1 Archaeology Assessment survey entails a walkover of the project area to
identify visible cultural or natural features on the landscape. Cultural features include
stonewalls, stone piles, and house foundations. Natural (geological) features include
bodies of water, streams, swampland and rock shelters that represent a landscape
conducive to human site selection.

To locate archaeological sites, project areas are typically stratified (divided) into sections
with low, moderate and high sensitivity. Topographic and surficial geology maps
compiled by the United States Geological Survey and soil data compiled by the United
States Department of Agriculture are used to delineate areas of well-drained soils and
minimal slope. Areas with less than a 5% slope, with moderate to well-drained soils
within 150 meters of a wetland or stream are considered to be of high potential. Areas
further from a water source with poorly drained soils or excessive slope are considered
less sensitive. These levels of sensitivity are categorized as follows:



High. Undisturbed areas less than 150 meters (450ft) from a water source, on moderate
to well-drained soils and slopes less than 5% are subjected to a more intensive program
of systematic subsurface testing including additional judgment test pits when
considered necessary.

Moderate. Areas greater than 150 meters (450ft) from a water source on moderate to
well-drained soils on slopes between 5-8% are subjected to systematic subsurface
testing,.

Low. Areas that are poorly drained, in excess of 8% slope or have been disturbed are not
subsurface tested.

The preliminary walkover determines the testing strategy when required and placement
of the subsurface test pits when warranted. For the Easton improvements and sidewalk
installation the soils were visually inspected with minimal soil probes and three
subsurface test pits placed on level ground in front of the Staples Academy and adjacent
to Site #46-48. A majority of the APE was already paved, within an area of excessive
slope or where erosion had occurred.

Pre-Contact Overview

Paleoindian Period (12,500-9,500 BP)

In the Northeast, the Paleoindian Period dates from 12,000 to 9,500 BP, during the final
glacial period known as the Younger Dryas. This was a time marked by a return to
severe glacial conditions (McWeeney 1999). The earliest archaeological evidence for
human occupation in the New England region dates to approximately 12,000 BP (Spiess,
Wilson and Bradley 1998) and in Connecticut to around 10,200 BP (Moeller 1980, Jones
1999). Sites from this period are characterized by distinctive fluted points and flaked
stone assemblages dominated by unifacial tools.

The archaeological record reflects a settlement system based primarily on small, highly
mobile social groups seasonally dispersed in search of resources. Their diet consisted of a
wide range of food resources, including small and large game, fish, wild plant foods, and
perhaps extinct megafauna (Meltzer 1988; Jones 1998). Caribou likely played a
significant, if seasonal, role in subsistence. However, small game, fish, fowl, reptiles and
wetland tubers were also important components of the diet at this time.

Data reflecting Paleoindian Period land use patterns and subsistence activities in the
Northeast is relatively scarce (Spiess, Wilson and Bradley 1998). Few intact Paleoindian
sites have been found in Connecticut. To date, five sites have been investigated and
published in detail: the Templeton Site in Washington (Moeller 1980, 1984), three on the
Mashantucket Pequot Reservation: the Hidden Creek Site (Jones 1997), the
Ohomowauke Site and a third within 100 meters of the Ohomowauke Site (Singer). The
fifth, the Dr. Brian D. Jones site, was identified in Avon in 2019. A small number of
additional sites have received more cursory attention. Upwards of 50 fluted points have



been recovered as isolated finds across Connecticut. The scarcity of identified sites in
the region indicates that population density was likely very low at this time. The small
size of sites dating to this period, and the high degree of landscape disturbance over the
past 10,000 years, also contributes to poor site visibility overall. Connecticut
archaeological site files identified one fluted point found within Easton boundaries.

Archaic Period (9,500-2,700 BP)

The Archaic Period dates from 10,000 to 2,700 BP in the Northeast and is characterized
by generalist hunter-gatherer populations utilizing a variety of seasonally available
resources. The period is subdivided into the Early, Middle, Late and Terminal Archaic
Periods on the basis of associated changes in environment, projectile point styles and
inferred adaptations (Snow 1980; McBride 1984). Each sub-period is discussed below.

The Early Archaic Period (9,500-8,000 BP)

Pollen evidence indicates a gradual trend toward a warmer climate beginning around
10,000 BP (McWeeney 1999). By this time Pleistocene megafauna had disappeared and
given way to modern game species such as moose, muskrat and beaver. It is feasible deer
was not abundant until the end of this period when oak began to dominate upland
forests. Plant and animal resources became more predictable and abundant as the
climate stabilized, permitting Early Archaic populations to utilize a wider range of
seasonal resources. Population density remained low during this period as reflected in
the sparse representation of Early Archaic sites in the regional archeological record. This
low representation of sites could be due to changing environmental conditions deeply
burying, inundating or destroying many early sites through erosion, or due to the
difficulty of recognizing Early Archaic assemblages (Funk 1997, Jones 1998).

Stone tool assemblages dating to the Early Archaic period have been recovered from
several sites in the Northeast and indicate this period as characterized by a number of
distinct episodes. The most poorly understood period between 9,500 and 9,000 BP
reflects the local Late Paleoindian and intrusive southern Piedmont Tradition Early
Archaic influences. A quartz lithic industry in which projectile points are extremely rare
occurs locally between roughly 9,000 and 8,500 BP as demonstrated at the Sandy Hill
Site on the Mashantucket Pequot Reservation (Forrest 1999). The period concludes
with the appearance of a temperate forest-adapted culture utilizing bifurcate-based
projectile points typically manufactured from non-regional materials (Jones 1998,1999).
However, field excavations in 2006 adjacent to the Cedar Swamp at Mashantucket
unearthed a chert assemblage that included bifaces and debitage likely of local
manufacture from low quality chert. The Dill Farm Site in East Haddam is one of the
best-documented bifurcate sites in Connecticut (Pfeiffer 1986). Archaeological
investigations at this site identified cooking and refuse features, quartz flakes, retouched
tools, bifurcate-based projectile points, and subsistence remains including charred nuts
and mammal bone associated with a radiocarbon date of 8560 +/- 270 BP.



The Middle Archaic Period (8,000-6,000 BP)

Pollen evidence indicates a trend toward a warmer, drier climate during the Middle
Archaic Period, as well as the development of alluvial terraces along Connecticut's major
river systems (Jones 1999). Most modern nut tree species established themselves during
this period providing a new food resource for human foragers and many game animals
including deer, turkey and bear. Evidence of Middle Archaic Period occupation in
Connecticut is more widely documented than for the preceding periods and indicates
specialized seasonal activity in different resource zones during a period of population
increase (McBride 1984; Jones 1999). The development of grooved axes suggests the
increased importance of wood being used as a raw material, while the presence of pebble
net sinkers on some regional sites implies a growing reliance on marine and riverine
resources (Dincauze 1976; Snow 1980).

Despite their relative abundance, sites in Connecticut yield limited information on
Middle Archaic subsistence and land use patterns (Jones 1999). Archaeological
assemblages are characterized by the presence of Neville and Stark projectile points and
large flake tools. The settlement patterns are oriented, at least seasonally, toward large
upland interior wetlands (McBride 1984; Jones 1999). The data suggest seasonal re-use
of such locales over a long period of time. This pattern is evident at the Dill Farm Site
and those around the Great Cedar Swamp on the Mashantucket Pequot Reservation
(Jones 1999). Coastal and riverine sites may be poorly documented because of rising sea
levels that resulted in deep alluvial burial.

Late Archaic Period (6,000-3,700 BP)

The Late Archaic Period in the Northeast is characterized by an essentially modern
distribution of plant and animal populations. This period is considered a time of cultural
fluorescence reflected in evidence of burial ritual, population increase, and long-distance
exchange networks (Ritchie 1994; Dincauze 1975; Snow 1980; Cassedy 1999). The Late
Archaic Period is one of the best-known temporal sequences in southern New England.
During most of this period, large revisited seasonal settlements are located in riverine
areas and along large wetland terraces, while smaller more temporary and special-
purpose sites are situated in the interior and uplands (Ritchie 1969a and b, McBride
1984; Cassedy 1997,1999). The nature and distribution of sites suggest aggregation
during summer months, with seasonal dispersal into smaller groups during the cold
weather (McBride and Dewar 1981). Easton has at least one Late Archaic site identified
within the town.

Terminal Archaic Period (3,700-3,000 BP)

A transition in settlement and subsistence patterning began to occur with the onset of
the Susquehanna Tradition, also referred to as the Terminal Archaic Period (Dincauze
1975). A number of technological innovations appear as well. These include the use of
steatite bowls and the rare manufacture of cord-marked and grit-tempered ceramics.
Lithic assemblages contain high proportions of chert and other non-local lithics such as
argillite, rhyolite and felsite. Regionally available quartzite was commonly used as well,
but the use of local quartz became uncommon at this time. Settlement focused on upper
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river terraces rather than floodplains as well as expansive lacustrine and wetland
settings (McBride and Dewar 1981). The interior and uplands were used less extensively
(McBride 1984). Human cremation burials were common at this time (Dincauze 1968;
Robinson 1996; Leveillee 1999). These changes in technology, lithic material preference
and settlement organization may represent the arrival of non-regional peoples or ideas
rather than in situ developments, though the debate over the possibility of migration
remains active (Robinson 1996: 38-39).

The Woodland Period (2,700-450 BP)

The Woodland Period is characterized by the increased use of clay pottery, celts and
non-local raw materials as well as the introduction of bow and arrow technology,
smoking pipes and horticulture (Lavin 1984, Feder 1984,1999). An increase in site size
and complexity along with greater sedentism and social complexity was likely the result
of an increase in population, particularly at the end of this period (McBride and Dewar
1987; Lavin 1988). The Woodland Period is traditionally subdivided into Early, Middle,
and Late periods based on ceramic styles, settlement and subsistence patterns, as well as
political and social developments (Ritchie 1969a and b; Snow 1980; Lavin 1984). Despite
these changes, most recent scholars see the Woodland Period as a continuation of the
traditions and lifeways of the preceding Archaic Period (Feder 1984,1999). Woodland
Period artifacts have been identified within a mile of the Easton APE.

The Early Woodland Period (2,700-2,000 BP)

Early Woodland regional complexes are generally characterized by stemmed, tapered
and rare side-notched point forms; thick, grit-tempered, cord-marked ceramics; tubular
pipe-stones; burial ritual; and suggestions of long-distance trade and exchange networks
(Lavin 1984; Juli 1999). The Early Woodland Period remains poorly understood, and is
less well represented in the archaeological record than the preceding phases of the Late
Archaic. This may be the result of shifts in settlement that promoted the formation of
larger, but fewer seasonal aggregation camps. It is possible that incipient horticulture
focused on native plant species (George 1997). The existence of stone pipes suggests the
trade of tobacco into the region by this time.

The Middle Woodland Period (2,000-1,200 BP)

The Middle Woodland Period is characterized by increased ceramic diversity in both
style and form, continued examples of long-distance exchange, and at its end the
introduction of tropical cultigens (Dragoo 1976; Snow 1980; Juli 1999). Much of our
current knowledge of the Middle Woodland Period in southern New England is from
work done by Ritchie (1994) in New York State. Ritchie noted an increased use of plant
foods such as goosefoot (Chenopodium sp.), which he suggested had a substantial impact
upon social and settlement patterns. Ritchie further noted an increased frequency and
size of storage facilities during the Middle Woodland Period, which may reflect a
growing trend toward sedentism (Ritchie 1994; Snow 1980). At this time jasper tool
preforms imported from eastern Pennsylvania are entering the region through broad
exchange networks (Luedtke 1987).
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Settlement patterns in Connecticut indicate an increased frequency of large sites
adjacent to tidal marshes and wetlands along the Connecticut River, a decrease in large
upland occupations, and a corresponding increase in upland temporary camps (McBride
1984). This may indicate reduced residential mobility from earlier time periods and is
likely due to the development of modern tidal marshes in low-lying riverine areas by
2,000 BP. The tidal marshes supported a wide variety of terrestrial and aquatic animal
and plant resources, allowing for longer residential stays (McBride 1984).

Late Woodland Period (1,200-450 BP)

The Late Woodland Period is characterized by the increasing and intensive use of maize,
beans, and squash and changes in ceramic technology, form, style, and function.
Settlement patterns reflect population aggregation in villages along coastal and riverine
locales and the eventual establishment of year-round villages. However, the use of the
upland-interior areas by small, domestic units or organized task groups on a temporary
and short-term basis remains apparent as does this trend toward fewer and larger
villages near coasts and rivers. It has been hypothesized that these changes can be
attributed to the introduction of maize, beans, and squash, but it is unclear how
important cultigens were to the aboriginal diet of southern New England groups,
especially those with access to coastal resources (Ritchie 1994; Ceci 1980; McBride 1984;
McBride and Dewar 1987; Bendremer and Dewar 1993; Chilton 1999). Although sites
clearly demonstrate the use of tropical cultigens in the Connecticut River Valley, wild
plant and animal resources were still a primary component of the aboriginal diet. The
use of imported chert increases over time in the Connecticut River Valley implying
social, economic, and/or political ties to the Hudson Valley region. Ceramic style
affinities also suggest western ties at this end of this period (Feder 1999).

Activities associated with a more sedentary subsistence pattern, such as the cultivation
of maize, beans, and squash, resulted in the development of a more complex social
organization. Regional variation between various tribal entities is reflected in stylistic
design elements found on pottery in particular. Prior to this time, the populations were
fairly mobile, loosely based kin-groups that required little, if any, form of centralized
authoritative power. Leadership roles were determined on a case-by-case basis and often
shifted according to circumstance. This began to change with increasing sedentism.

Contact Period Overview

The Seasonal Round

Although the European trading networks impacted the daily lives of Indigenous peoples
throughout southern New England, they continued to practice many of their traditional
subsistence strategies. Archaeological sites in coastal and inland locations throughout
Connecticut reflect a series of occupations taking place within specific resource rich
areas on an annual and seasonal basis. Communities settled closer to the coastline and
riverbanks to fish and gather mollusks in the spring, summer, and autumn months.
Large amounts of shell found along the coastline of Connecticut attest to these activities
taking place. For inland riverine settings, ancient fishing weirs and horticultural fields
reflect a slightly different adaptation, although coastal resources continue to be utilized.
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In addition to attracting wildlife, wetlands and marshland provided raw materials such
as rushes, cattails and other fibrous plants for making basketry and matting. By mid-
April many groups cultivated maize, beans, squash, and tobacco in the fields adjacent to
their settlements. Like their neighbors to the south, many communities in the
Connecticut River Valley adopted maize horticulture early on and foodstuffs were
considered an integral part of trading networks in the area. Local plants were collected,
such as nuts, berries, herbs, and tubers. In the colder months, provisions cached away
from summer habitations were utilized. As the winter months approached, family
groups or bands on the immediate coast removed further inland to wooded areas where
archaeological sites reflect the presence of smaller temporary hunting camps.

In contrast to the end of the Late Woodland, after European contact, cultural rather than
environmental factors influenced the subsistence patterns of local Indigenous peoples
(Ceci1979). The impact from European trading networks, Native wampum production
and the fur trade disrupted the balance of power in the years just prior to the Pequot
War in 1637 (McBride 1994:44). After contact, European trade affected Indigenous
populations who opted to shift their settlements to one geographical area to intercept
and negotiate with their trading partners. This was certainly the case for inland groups
along the Connecticut River and its tributaries. The same applied to coastal dwelling
peoples who constructed fortified villages for protection while vying for trade (Ceci
1979). Fortifications were often occupied on a continual basis for at least a segment of
the population, possibly housing the sachem’s family. However, other horticultural
activities took place within close proximity of these structures.

At the time of European contact the socio/political organization of groups in coastal and
in some inland areas of southern New England was becoming more highly stratified. In
the larger village sites the demographic included extended families whose sachem was a
close family relation. It is important to note that infectious disease introduced by the
European voyagers decimated local Indigenous communities and disrupted traditional
leadership roles observed just after contact that were often matrilineal.

Historic Period — Easton/Easton Center

Initially within the northern reaches of Fairfield’s early boundaries. As a section of
Weston, Easton was formerly established in 1787 and separated from Weston in 1845 to
create its own township. Settlement in Fairfield began two years after the 1637 Great
Swamp Fight, so called, in Southport that decimated many of the remaining Pequot who
fled the attack on their village forts in New London County. By 1639, Roger Ludlow,
who took part in the conflict with the Pequot, obtained permissions from the General
Court of Connecticut to establish a plantation at Unquowa (Unquoway) or Fairfield.
When the Connecticut Charter was secured in 1662, the lands within Fairfield County
were absorbed by Connecticut.

Aspetuck was the Algonquian place name for the lands and river valley located within
the borders of present day Easton. Aspetuck is also associated with the aboriginal
territory of the Indigenous people once connected to these lands. Early deeds denote
Aspetuck’s sachem Crocecrow transferring the “native right” to the early settlers in 1670.
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A claim later contested by John Wampus, through his wife’s matrilineal land rights as a
daughter to Romanock, chief sachem of Aspetuck and Sasquannock, yet dismissed by
English settlers (Schenck 1889). In the 17t century, the Indigenous people of Aspetuck
paid tribute to the English to ensure their protection from Mohawk raiding parties. In
order to protect the English against further claims to the land, several treaties were
signed with local native peoples throughout Connecticut, as well as transfers of land or
purchase of the “native right” or title.

Many of the same natural resources that attracted Indigenous populations to the area
also attracted European settlers throughout Fairfield County who were in search of
arable lands. According to Hurd (1881), in 1668 lands were set aside for the Native
peoples at the northernmost bound of Fairfield at Northfield. The Indigenous peoples of
Aspetuck may have coalesced in the vicinity of Cricker’s Brook. At the time the General
Court required land be reserved for local Indigenous communities to continue to hunt,
fish, and gather firewood (Schenk 1889). For the first English inhabitants, Fairfield lands
were set out in lots running north to south and divided amongst the proprietors for
pasture and commons. The “long lots” so called measured 11 miles in length and a few
rods in breadth (Hurd 1881). The east and west long lots were separated by the one mile
common, and the eastern long lots eventually encompassed the town of Easton and the
western lots the town of Weston.

Due to its geography, Easton’s early settlement patterns are best described as dispersed
consisting of several town centers over the years with the first settlement at Aspetuck or
Gilbertown where one of the earliest burial grounds is located. Eventually the town
center coalesced around the current APE at the intersection of Westport and Center
Roads.

Easton’s early economy focused mainly on subsistence farming. As with most New
England towns in the 18 and 19t century, many cottage industries sustained the local
economy from farming to the operation of saw, grist and tanning mills. The town’s first
grain mill was built and maintained by Samuel Davis as early as 1704 (Reeve, et.al. 1990).
By the 19! century, Easton’s economy included numerous boot and shoemakers,
carpenters, blacksmiths, grocers and merchants. The historic maps from the 19t century
identify many place names, dwellings, mills and landowners within Easton and in the
vicinity of the Westport Road and Center Road intersection in particular.

Several denominations are represented in Easton including Congregational,
Episcopalian, Methodist and Baptist. At Easton Center, the Congregational Church of
Easton, and the Episcopal Church on Westport Road are within one quarter mile of one
another.

Throughout the 19% century Easton lost many of its inhabitants to westward expansion.
The introduction of the railroads and eventually the automobile shaped the demographic
of Easton with many of its population searching for work in urban centers yet choosing
to reside in Easton. The demographics of Easton also changed with the influx of
immigrants from Eastern Europe and Russia in the early 20t century who contributed
greatly to the character and economy of Easton.

Easton’s geologic past also provides ample water resources through underground springs
that provide water to nearby towns in Fairfield County. The Bridgeport Hydraulic
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Company (BHC), established in the early 20™ century established Easton’s Hemlock
Reservoir and obtained property rights along Cricker’s Brook in the 1920s that runs near
Easton Center’s saw and grist mill in close proximity to Greiser’s Store.

Previous archaeological research in the vicinity of the Westport and Center Road
intersection.

The Oftice of State Archaeology archaeological site files listed upwards of 15 sites within
one mile radius of the intersection of Westport and Center Road APE. There are several
pre-contact sites dating from the Early to Middle Woodland Period (2,700-1200 BP), the
Late Archaic Period (6,000-3,700 BP) and possibly as early as the Paleolithic (12,500-
9,500 BP). Artifacts identified from these sites include narrow stem, Susquehanna
Broad, Levanna, and Rossville projectile point types and one possible fluted point. These
artifacts attest to Indigenous land use in Easton centuries prior to European Contact.

National Register properties and historic districts in Easton include the 18-19th century
Aspetuck Historic District and the residence of well-known author Ida Tarbell’s House
known as “Twin Oaks” at 320 Valley Rd. In the 1990s The Easton Historical Society
conducted a comprehensive review of historical structures within the town. The Historic
and Architectural Resource Survey of Easton funded in part by the National Park Service and
the State Historic Preservation Office catalogued numerous historic structures in town.
The Easton Center Historic District designation was recommended for the vicinity of the
current pedestrian improvements and included upwards of 14 properties.

As previously mentioned, in the immediate vicinity of Westport Road and Center Road
is where the North Fairfield Congregational Church was in built in 1836 on the site of the
earlier meetinghouse. Samuel Staples, grandson to Thomas Staples, one of Fairfield’s first
settlers in 1669, donated four acres to build the structure. The Staples Academy
established in 1795 offered free education to local children. This structure currently
houses the offices for the Congregational Church as well as a preschool. A remnant
raceway, millpond and stone foundations of the Easton Center (Turney’s) saw and grist
millworks are still visible east and south on Cricker’s Brook near the current APE.
Greiser’s Store, or “West Store” dates to approximately 1800. According to state site
files, the store may have been moved to its current location after 1870. The Easton Post
Office, also referred to as the “East Store” was constructed around 1740, possibly by
Stephen Wheeler and later purchased by the Greiser family in the 1920s. Refer to The
Historic and Architectural Resource Survey of Easton publication for additional information
regarding Easton’s historical architecture.
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Historic Maps

| : = 2y o' . : ."‘1-"‘1- . .
Fig. 5: 1811 Warren & Gillet map of APE identifies Congregational Church, Staples
Academy and nearby sawmill (magic.lib.uconn.edu).
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Fig. 61856 Chace map identifies nearby Turney saw and gristmill along Cricker’s Brook
adjacent to current APE (magic.lib.uconn.edu)
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i. 7.1859 Clark Tackalbury map. (magic.lib.uconn.edu)
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Flg 10 The 1934 acrial - mosaic tﬂes are offset and do not line up correctly in thls lmage
(magic.lib.uconn.edu)

Environmental and Geological Setting

As with many areas of Connecticut, climate conditions noted by the USDA for Easton
estimates the mean annual precipitation of 42.0 inches annually with an average
temperature is 46.0° F with 120 to 185 days frost free (http://websoilsurvey.usda.gov).
The vegetation bordering along Westport Road and Center Road consists of grassy
lawns, deciduous trees such as maple (Acer), oak (Quercus), green ash (Fraxinus
pennsylvanica) and eastern white pine (Pinus strobus) along with wild raspberry (Rubus
idaeus). Domestic groundcover such as English ivy (Hedera helix) and Periwinkle (Vinca
minor) is visible around the vicinity of the stonewall remnants at Site #46-98.

The APE consists of a sloping upland geography with exposed bedrock and buried ledge
in addition to surficial sandy loams, gravel and silt. The NRCS soil maps listed two soil
designations for the project area. Used as a guide, the accuracy of these maps is often
inconclusive at a small scale for a specific parcel and requires on-site inspection. (Refer
to NRCS map and table 1 below). The walk-over assessment determined that within the
immediate roadside APE, buried ledge was present along with fill, compacted gravel and
disturbed topsoil likely the result of vehicle traffic and routine road maintenance.
Previous paving, utility work and storm water runoff impacted the integrity of the APE
especially in the vicinity of the stonewall documented for Site #46-98 adjacent to
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Greiser’s Store. This section of remnant wall borders close to the edge of Westport Road
and is situated within a gulley buried beneath fill and vegetation with visible evidence of
displaced soils due to storm runoff. In addition, other natural disturbances such as
uprooted trees displaced several stones on the section of the wall adjacent to the
proposed improvements.

Table 1 Soil designation from NRCS (https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov)

Soil ID Soil Acres Area
60B  Canton and Charlton fine sandy loams, 3 to 0% slopes 0.5 33.9%
73C  Charlton - Chatfield complex, very rocky 0 to15% slopes L0 66.1%

Totals for Area of Interest 1.5 100.0%

Caiglodn Bl Rarssimon Fabsot
Bzd Map [manion|
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Fig. 11 NRCS soil map of Westport Rd and Center Rd intersection APE.
(https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov)
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Survey and assessment

The Phase 1 Archaeology Assessment consisted of a walkover of the APE to determine

site integrity and identify well drained undisturbed soils conducive to subsurface testing.
It was concluded a majority of the APE had been previously paved. As referenced above,

the intersection slopes southeastward from the Congregational Church and the adjacent
property across Westport Road at 276 Center Road. The slope is extremely steep at this

point being upwards of 15 degrees. The topography levels off in front of the former

Staples Academy. The terrain where the stone foundation was documented for Site #46-
98 also slopes and rests in a gulley. The only section of the APE conducive to testing was

in front of the Staples Academy on the north side of Westport Road.

Two subsurface test pits, STP T1-1 and T1-2, were placed 6.6 meters from the edge of the
driveway at five meters apart. The test pits terminated at 40 and 48 centimeters below
surface (cmbs) due to rock and gravel. One additional test pit STP T2-1 was placed near

the northernmost edge of the remnant buried stone wall of Site #46-98. This STP was
terminated at 15 cmbs due to disturbed and displaced soils resulting from erosion and
uprooted trees. The only artifacts identified were two fragments of clear bottle glass

retrieved in the topsoil from test pit STP T1-1at 9 to 25 cmbs. There was modern plastic

debris found within the topsoil. Test pit T1-2 was sterile.
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Fig. 12 Placement of subsurface test pits. T2-1is located adjacent to northernmost edge
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Fig. 13 Placement of subsurface test pits. STP T2-1 adjacent to northern edge of

stonewall documented for Site #46-98. (2019 aerial base map

https://cteco.maps.arcgis.com/)
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Fig. 14 LiDAR image of stonewall associated with Site #46-98 at intersection of
Westport and Center Roads (https://cteco.maps.arcgis.com/)
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Fi. 15 View facing northerly along Westport Road toward the Congregational Church
where subsurface testing was accomplished in front of former Staples Academy (current
preschool).

Table 2: Excavation Summary

STP#|Bags A0/duff Depth | APsoils | Depth Bl Depth | Comments
T11 Ijmed bn vy sd Im [0-9 medbnsdlm [9-32  |dkrdbnsdlm [25-46 |l clear glass @9-
2.5yr 4/2 weak |embs  [2.5yr 3/2 cmbs (w/rockand  fembs |25 cmbs
red dusky red cobble
2.5yr 4/8 red
T1-2 O|med bn vy sdIm [0-9 medbnsdlm [9-40 |dkrdbnsdlm [40-48 |no cultural
2.5yr 4/2 weak |embs  [2.5yr 3/2 cmbs (w/rockand  |cmbs  |material
red dusky red cobble
2.5yr 4/8 red
T2-1 0|brn Im & fill 0-15 adjacent
2.5yr3/3dkrd |cmbs stonewall Site
brn #46-98
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Fig. 16 Two curved clear glass modern bottle fragments in STP T1-1 in association with
modern plastic debris @9-25 cmbs.
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Site photographs

i o o A et 0 o T}
Fig. 18 View in front of Congregational Church facing easterly toward Greiser’s Store.
Proposed sidewalk to run alongside embankment.
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Flg 19 Vlew facmg northeaste.rly along Center Rd and Westport Rd intersection and
Congregatlonal Church property to the right.

Fig. 20 View facmg southwesterly over Westport Road with Staples Academy to the
right and Site #46-48 across the road. Storm drains at this intersection connect to
Cricker’s Brook that runs under Center Road to the east of Site #46-98.
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Fig. 22 View from Westport Road toward Site #46-98 and Greiser’s Store. Note how
Site #46-98 rests in a gulley.
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stonewall

Fig. 23 View at intersection overlooking Center Road with Greiser’s Store in the
background. A remnant of the stonewall associated with Site #46-98 rests in the
depression underneath the brush.
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Fig. 24 View facig toward Greiser’s Store kig lot where uprooted trees disturbed
the stonewall associated with Site #46-98.
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Fig. 25 Section of wall associated with Easton Center Garage Site #46-98 just off
current APE

Conclusions and Recommendations

The Phase 1 Archaeology Assessment Survey consisted of a visual assessment/walkover of
the project area and three subsurface test pits. It was determined a majority of the
Westport Road and Center Road APE had been previously paved or situated on a steep
slope not conducive to testing. This was the case for soils in front of the Congregational
Church where the new sidewalk will run across existing pavement along Center Road
and minimally impact the hillside. The lawn in front of the Staples Academy was
situated on level ground with relatively intact and undisturbed soils although the first
nine centimeters consisted of loam mixed with fine grained sand or fill. One STP
alongside Staples Academy (T1-1) yielded two curved clear glass bottle fragments in
association with modern plastic debris.

The section of roadside adjacent to Greiser’s Store parking lot, where Site #46-98 and the
Big Easton Center Garage once stood, is downslope from the Congregational Church and
rests in a slight gulley or depression at the intersection southwest of the stop sign. Storm
runoff and soil erosion visibly buried portions of the stonewall while uprooted trees
displaced a few stones. Disturbed soils were identified within STP T2-1 placed at the
northernmost edge of stonewall mapped for Site #46-98. A majority of stone work
associated with Site #46-98 is well off the APE with a large section situated on private
lands.

To conclude, there was concern the pedestrian safety improvements might impact
undocumented archaeological sites in the area. This is in addition to a section of

29



stonewall to the south of the stop sign on Westport Road for Site #46-98, referred to as
the Big Easton Center Garage adjacent to Greiser’s Store. However, visual inspection of
the existing stonewall and evidence of natural disturbances such as erosion and uprooted
trees have impacted this site over the years. Although improvements at this corner are
within close proximity to an edge of the stone wall, most of the wall is buried and well
off the current APE. In addition, the design for the safety improvements include a small
rain garden that would not impact stone previously buried or disturbed from other
natural events. Therefore, the Phase 1 Archacology Assessment Survey determined the
proposed safety improvements and sidewalk installation would not adversely impact any
archaeological resources nor impede or disturb the visual appearance or integrity of the
historic nature of one of Easton’s town centers.
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Appendix A: Letters from SHPO

* "
cunnectlc% state Historic Presenation Office
Department of Economic and Communily Developmant

Oictober 13, 2022

Mr. Justin Giorlando

Town of Easton

225 Center Road

Easton, CT 6612

fvia emat! onfy to Seforlendvdieastonct gov)

Subject;  Pedestrian Safety Improvements (State Project Wo. 01 70-3513GR)
Intersection of Center Road and Westpon Road
Easton, Connecticut

Dear Mr. Giolando:

The State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) is in receipt of a request for comments on the potential
effects of the referenced project on historic properties, 1t is our understanding that the Town of Easton
plans to install approsimately 225 linear feet of sidewalks at the intersection of Center Road and Weslport
Road, The project will include the installation of & fashing light, crosswalks, a cateh basin, and level
spreader, The proposed will obtain funding from the Community Connectivity Grant Program (CCGP).
As a result, it is subject to review by this office pursuant o the provisions of Seetion 106 of the
Connecticut Environmental Folicy Act.

There are no previously reported properties listed on the Mational Repister of Historic Places recorded

a previously documented archaeological site (Site 46-98) was recorded within the southwestern portion of
the Area of Potential Effects (APE) associated with the proposed project. Thiz site may be impacted by the
instailation of the proposed bevel spreader. SHPO recopnizes that portions of the project corridor may have
experienced prior ground disturbance, but their extent is not knovwn. Due (o the proximity to a previously
documented archacological site, overall archaeological sensitivity, and no cbvicus signs of exlensive prior
disturbances associated with the propesed project, it is SHPO's opinicn that the project has the potential to
impact significant archeological resources, SHPO requests that a professional archaeological assessment
and reconnaissance survey of the project corridor be completed. The assessment survey should examine all
areas of anticipated disturbance and a reconnaissance survey should follow unless sufficient research or
ficldwork documents that this level of effort is unwarranted. All work should be in compliance with the
Errvivammental Review Primer for Connecticnt s Archaeological Resources and no construction or other
project-related ground disturbance should be initiated until SHPO has had an opportunity to review and
comment LI.J'IUI'I ihl: r\tqu::‘ll:d =U FVL‘} .

This office looks forward 10 sdditional consultation as the project moeves forward. For additional
information, please contsct Cory Atkinson, Staff Archaeclogist and Environmental Reviewer, at (860}
500-2458 or cory.atkinsoni@ctgov.

Sincerely,
f s
“Jonathan Kinney

State Historic Preservation Officer

A50 Codmmbos Pad, Suite 5 | Hartford, CT0RL03 | P BEOSOO.23D0 | ot pov/histosc-gresarvation

An Affurnmiive Achiwy/Fis! Qapaetuny Dnpiorer; A0 Eqm Caparfunty Lenger

within the project area. but several archagological sites have been recorded in areas surrounding it Further,
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el ®
Eunnectlctﬁ Safe Hisloric Presersation Office
Oepastment of foomaimic and Commurniy Doyelsomss|

January 11, 223

r. Sarmb L. Hobmes

H Misuxer Ave

Mlyatic, CT 063355

frer emardl orly e SIRELT et)

Audject: Archacoogical inviestigation of n Proposed Sidewalk Project
Intersection of Westport Roead and Center Rood
Enston, Coimecticul

Dear D, Holmeés;

I State Historic Preservation Office {SHPO) | reviewed the Cultural Besouross
Reconnniseance report fithed Repart an Phase T Archaeoiogy: Asseamen Sirvey of Prapoded
Fegearrian Seifety Smprovemerats af Wesiport Rl (Srate BTE J38) il Cenier Bod Intervecrian
ir Egsten. Copnectiow prepassd by Dr. Sarsh |, Holmes, The sebmitted repon mests the
standarde set fonl in the Envirommental Review Primer for Comnreciieut s Archaeological
Resowrces. SHPOD andersiorls the Town of Easton plans W nsall approximutely 225 Finesr feel
of sidewnlks at the ntersection of Cénter Road and Westpart Read, The prajest will include the
installation of & flashinig light, crosswalks, 2 gatch basin, and rakn garden. The proposed will
obtain funding from the Community Cannectivity Grant Progeam (OGP As o resull, 7 s
subject W review by this office pussuant 1othe provisions of Section 106 of the Cormectieul
Envireninental Poliey Act.

The compieied archseological assessment survey included & comextunl svervlew of the project
region, enyironmendal characieristics, historical rescarch, and o review of previously identified
oultural resonrces, The literatuse review identified 15 previowshy reconded archaeological dies
within o mdke of the Anca of Posensial Eifac (APE) associnted with the project. One of the
[deneified skes, Site 4608, was recorded immediately adiacent e proposed project ilems, Mo
Tarlonal Register af Historie Places listed properises werg ideniified svithin the APE. The report
dHl node severs] documiented hisworic siructures including the Staples Academy, Congregational
Chureh of Easton, and Gresher's Store within close proximity to the peoject area. Duaring the
investigation, the APE was suibjected to a pedesirian survey. The resulis of the pedestrian survey
revenbed thai much of the APE congalned previous disturbance, erosion, and‘or steep slopes.
Buibsurface wsting was recommended within the remainder of the APE. Further, the pedestrinn
survey revealed thet Sibe 440-98 will not be impacied by the proposed actions, The subsurface
sesting effor included the excavation of three shovel tesis which resubied in il identification of
- chesr botile glass fmgmenis, Based an ihe mfoemaiion provided 1o our office, SHD concurs
with 1 findings of the repert that o addienal srcheologeesl investigalions wre warrnnted nd
that par histarie propenties will be affecied by the proposed praject. This comment is conditional
upsan e subrmissson of twe bound copies of the final repart 1o sir office for permanent curation
and public accesibiliny
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Connecticit ... ocoermnmonone

SHPL apprecales the cooperatim of ol interested parties in the professsonal manngeEme af
Connecticat's archeological resources. This lerer updsies and supersedes all previius
cofrespimdence. Do not hesitate io contact Cory Atkinson, Sl Archasologisa end
Enwirommemal Bevlewer, lor additiong] tnfarmation ot (8607 2-224% or cory alkinsoninic Oy

Smcerely,

Jenmihuin Kinney
Stale Historic Preservation Oifices

oL Giarlamdo, Town of Easton
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